



Town halls on 
Concordia’s 
emerging 
strategic positions 


Open meetings for faculty, staff and students to 
discuss Concordia’s future will be held over the 
next two weeks. 

There will be three opportunities on the Sir 
George Williams Campus and one at Loyola. 
The downtown meetings will be held in H-110 
Tuesday, April 22, from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, April 23, from 9 to 10:30 a.m., and 
Thursday, May 1, from 9 to 10:30 a.m. The 
meeting on the west-end campus will be held 
in SPS-110 on Thursday, April 24, from 9 to 
10:30 a.m. 

The meetings will have a simple format. The 
President will set the stage by describing how 
the process has unfolded. Patrick Kelley, 
Executive Director, Strategic Plans, and Brad 
Tucker, Director, Institutional Planning, will 
then present five proposed “positions”, as they 
are being called, that are outlined in the report 
of the Senate Committee on Academic 
Planning and Priorities (SCAPP). The discus- 
sion will then be opened to the community. 

The SCAPP document is distilled from the 
results of more than 18 months of work that 
has included a large-scale environmental scan, 
feedback from over 170 full- and part-time pro- 
fessors, and eight workgroups consisting of 
members both internal and external to the 
Concordia community. 

There will be a moderator to facilitate 
debate, and he or she may impose time limits 
to include as many speakers as possible. The 
organizers have asked that discussion focus on 
strategic rather than operational issues, i.e. on 
ideals and principles rather than on how they 
are likely to be realized. Broad consultations 
on resulting operational issues will be held 
during a subsequent step in the process. 

All members of the Concordia community 
are welcome at these meetings, and you may 
attend as many as you like. Written submis- 
sions are welcome, and should be sent to 
Patrick Kelley, pkelley@jmsb.concordia.ca. 

For more information and to access all sup- 
porting documentation, please go to www.con- 
cordia.ca/strategicplanning/ 
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Environmental awareness 


Concordia committed to leading in sustainability 


Publications Mail Agreement No.40042804 
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While Al Gore was in town earlier this month, he took a moment to check in with some old friends. Gore was invited to speak a year 
ago by Concordia students when they launched their Sustainability Action Fund. Now they are encouraging other campuses to fol- 
low suit, with the support of the provincial government. From left: Board of Governors President Peter Kruyt, Mohamed Shuriye, 


Gore and Gabriel Bran Lopez. 


KAREN HERLAND 


| Concordia’s participation in the City of 


Montreal's Défi climat campaign, start- 


ing this weekend, is just one example of 


our institutional commitment to sus- 
tainability. 

Much of this leadership developed 
through Sustainable Concordia, which 
spearheaded the Concordia Campus 
Sustainability Assessment in 2002. A sec- 
ond one was completed two years ago, 


| and that assessment model has been 
adopted by 42 other institutions across 


North America. Several projects that 
have developed through Sustainable 
Concordia have won awards. 

“Our students were the first in 
Quebec to take up the sustainability 
crusade and have been publicly recog- 
nized for their efforts by prominent 
individuals, governments and NGOs; 
said President Michael Di Grappa. 
“Now their leadership has resulted in 
bringing students on board in other 
universities,” 

.The Concordians who spearheaded 


the Sustainability Action Fund last year 
got good news at their Generations Pact 
Gala on April 3. Line Beauchamp, 
Minister of Sustainable Development, 
Environment and Parks, used the event 
to announce funding of $250,000 from 
the provincial government. Their 
efforts got them featured in The Gazette 
on April 14. 

Their leadership is also spreading 
across the university. Over the last 
decade, we have led all six Quebec uni- 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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DIZZYING DISCOVERY 3 


Researchers prove 124-year-old theorem 


ENGINEERING PRAISE 6 


Capstone projects cause to celebrate 





FANSTOMOUGOO MIYGNY 


UNDERGRADS SHINE 7 


Arts and Science researchers front and centre 


TEAM SPIRIT 


Annual banquet for athletes 
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Pakistan not a failed state: military analyst 


BARBARA BLACK 


When The Economist called 
Pakistan “the most dangerous 
country in the world” last May, 
Julian Schofield disagreed. He 
finds the country so stable it's 
boring. 

Schofield, an associate profes- 
sor of political science, knows 
Pakistan well. In a talk at McGill 
recently, he and Master's stu- 
dent Mehreen Beig Mirza 
described Pakistan as an ethni- 
cally diverse country with a 
durable democracy. 

Obviously Schofield isn't bored 
by Pakistan, he's fascinated, but 
he's a military analyst. Calling 
the country boring is his way of 
saying all hell's not going to 
break out. There are secessionist 
movements in Pakistan, but 
Schofield says they're weak. 
“Social cleavages are overpow- 
ered by a sense of collective com- 
munity,’ he said. 

The two richest provinces in 
population and power are 
Punjab and Sindh. About 85 mil- 
lion people, half the population, 
speak Punjabi. The neighboring 
province of Sindh is less popu- 
lous but wealthier. The large 
eastern-central region of 
Pakistan is rich agricultural land, 
and the cities, including Karachi, 
in Sindh, are prosperous. 

There are substantial minori- 
ties. In the northwest, more than 
20 million live on the porous bor- 
der with their fellow Pakhtun- 
speakers in Afghanistan. There 
are seven million Persian-speak- 





Julian Schofield and Mehreen Beig Mirza briefed the Canadian Forces on the political climate in Pakistan. 


ing people of Balochistan in the 
south, 13 million multi-ethnic 
Mohajir and seven million equal- 
ly diverse people in the north, 
including Kashmir, the gateway 
to China. 

All these groups nurse their 
own grievances, but Schofield 
and Beig Mirza said the issues 
are too various and the sense of 
civic identity too strong to pull 
the country apart. 

When Beig Mirza talks about 
Pakistan's political culture, she 
does it with the poise of an insid- 
er. Her grandfather was a mem- 


ber of the Pakistani parliament 
going back to Partition (from 
India) in 1949. Now she's doing a 
Master's in Public Policy and 
Public Administration at 
Concordia. 

The talk she and Schofield 
gave at McGill to members of the 
Canadian International Council 
was a shortened version of a 
four-hour briefing they recently 
gave the Canadian Force's 4th 
Intelligence Company at Longue 
Pointe, Que. 

Their listeners could be 
excused for thinking that if 


Pakistan is stable, it's politically 
dramatic, with complex, often 
logic-defying alliances. Here are 
just three of the main players. 
The current leader, Pervaiz 
Musharraf, acquired power by a 
military coup. Last year he fired 
a senior judge, and there were 
riots in the streets by lawyers. 
Schofield says that despite the 
drama, Pakistan's economy, 
which is about the size of 
Quebec's, has seen a seven-per- 
cent increase under his watch, 
and he's still quite popular. 
Many of his key supporters are 


WOV18 VUveuvE 


traditional landholding families 
with near-feudal power. 

The socialist, populist PPP 
(People's Progressive Party) has 
become a family compact. The 
charismatic leader, Ali Bhutto, 
was executed when his political 
fortunes changed. Leadership 
passed to his daughter, Benazir, 
who assassinated last 
December. Now the leader of the 
PPP is her husband, Ali Asif 
Zardari, who is called “Mr. 10 Per 
Cent” for the size of his personal 


was 


subsidies. 

A party to watch is the PML-N, 
a centrist party led by Nawaz 
Sharif that is a natural competi- 
tor to the PPP. On the issue of 
Islamist parties, Schofield 
reminded the audience that no 
party in a Pakistani election has 
ever won more than five per cent 
of the vote. 

A questioner at their talk on 
April 10 asked if Canadians are 
naive to support grassroots aid 
like the string of rural schools 
described in the bestseller Three 
Cups of Tea. Schofield and Beig 
Mirza said that in fact, aid in the 
poverty-racked countryside is 
the ideal way to help. 

Schofield had advice for the 
Canadian government as well. 
He would like to see Canada fall 
out of lockstep with U.S. foreign 
policy and regain lost ground as 
a middle power. He would also 


revive friendly exchanges 
between the Canadian and 
Pakistani military forces, 


because their British-derived 
sub-cultures are very similar. 





Concordia recognized leader in sustainablity 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

versities in energy efficiency. Our 
ongoing efforts to reduce our 
impact on the environment is evi- 
dent in the LEED certification 
sought for the JMSB building con- 
struction. The building will also 
employ technology developed by 
our Solar Buildings Research 
Network under engineering pro- 
fessor Andreas Athienitis, 

The Office of 
President Services adopted an 
Environmental Policy under 
Environmental Health and Safety 
(Policy VRS-5 at secretariat.con- 
cordia.ca/policies). The policy 
commits Concordia to striving to 
be “at the forefront of environ- 
mental leadership” Addressed to 
faculty, students, administrators 
and staff, it encourages wise 
energy use and conservation, the 


the Vice- 


use of locally produced, recycled 
or sustainably harvested materi- 
als wherever possible. It also sup- 
ports the creation of an 
Environmental Advisory Com- 
mittee, set to hold its first meet- 
ing this May. 

Meanwhile, all members of the 
Concordia community are 
encouraged to participate in the 
Défi climat. The month-long ini- 
tiative enables Montrealers to 
the gestures they 
already make (like using cold 
water for laundry, reducing paper 
usage or buying locally produced 
foods) or are committed to taking 
to reduce greenhouse gas emis- 
sions. Using a model of institu- 
tional participation like the one 
employed by Centraide, 80 
employers in the city have already 
asked their employees to join the 


measure 


anticipated 100,000 participants 
willing to sign up at 
deficlimat.gc.ca. (Click “sub- 
scribe” and register with the 
Université Concordia team). 
Mariam Masud, Sustainable 


Concordia Event Coordinator, 
said the goal is to have 


Concordians cut 100 tons of car- 
bon dioxide emissions. During 
the four weeks of the campaign, 
organizers will supply Sustain- 
able Concordia with the latest fig- 
ures, which will be posted on 
their web site along with profiles 
of participating Concordians. 

Masud said that this is the first 
such campaign developed in 
Canada. The city hopes to use it 
to determine what people are 
already doing and what they 
might need more encourage- 
ment to undertake. 





ONVUS NVLSIUL 


Line Beauchamp, Quebec Minister of Sustainable Development, 
Environment and Parks, pledges support for the Generations Pact. 
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Researchers confirm 
124-year-old theorem 





The triangular shape identified by the Concordia team (right) can be discerned in the image of the galaxy on 
the left. Similar patterns are identified in tornadoes and hurricanes. 


DAWN WISEMAN 


Next month, George Vatistas, 
with fellow professor Kamran 
Siddiqui and graduate student 
Hamid Ait Abderrahmane 
(Department of Mechanical and 
Industrial Engineering), will be 
published in the Physical Review 
Letters, the world's foremost 
physics letters journal. Their 
contribution will focus on recent 
experiments that confirm for the 
first time J.J. Thomson's 124-year- 
old theorem on the stability of 
vortex rings. 

In 1989, Vatistas was exploring 
the properties of water vortices 
by spinning up liquid in tall slen- 
der cylinders. Instead of the rela- 
tively smooth-sided funnel he was 
expecting, large waves undulated 
up the length of his whirlpool, 
obstructing the view of the cen- 
tral core he wanted to study. 

In an attempt to minimize this 
visual noise, Vatistas lowered the 
liquid height to work with a 
much shallower pool. When he 
spun up the liquid again, the 
core, when viewed from above, 
eventually resolved into a polygo- 
nal triangular shape. He remem- 
bers his first impression of this 
geometric beauty as, “Wow. 

A review of the literature sent 
Vatistas back more than 100 
years to an 1883 treatise by 
physicist J.J. Thomson. Thom- 
son, who won the 1906 Nobel 
Prize in Physics for his identifica- 
tion of the electron, built on 
work by Lord Kelvin (and others 
including Kirchoff, Grébli and 
Poincaré) to mathematically 
demonstrate what should occur 
in systems of point vortices or 
masses. 

To understand Thomson's 


conclusions, picture a satellite 
image of a hurricane. The eye is 
the core of a huge whirling mass 
of air which extends out from the 
centre of the storm. Pressure dif- 
ferences at the edge between the 
air inside and outside the eye can 
actually spin off other vortices in 
the form of tornadoes, which 
orbit the eye until such time as 
they dissipate. 

Thomson said that under ideal 
circumstances, naturally occur- 
ring stable systems of up to six 
vortices (and potentially seven) 
could rotate around the core of a 
larger spinning mass. His theory 
also implied that the radius from 
the core of the parent vortex to 
the cores of its daughter vortices 
would be half that of the total 
radius of the parent vortex. 

Vatistas suspected that the tri- 
angular polygon he produced in 
1989 was indeed a manifestation 
of Thomson's treatise, where 
three daughter vortices were 
equally distributed around the 
parent's central core. He even 
produced the square, pentago- 
nal, and hexagonal cross-sec- 
tional cores predicted for four, 
five and six daughter vortices, 
but then the system appeared to 
give over to turbulence. 

Nineteen years later, Vatistas, 
Siddiqui and PhD _ student 
Abderrahmane, decided to lever- 
age advances in image process- 
ing and the availability of new 
experimental equipment to 
revisit the problem. This time, 
they were able to “see” further. 

They reproduced the earlier 
results and established their sta- 
bility. As Vatistas explained, each 
equilibrium state is produced 
within a range of rotational 
velocities. While more daughter 


vortices are produced as the 
velocity increases, the range of 
velocities for which the system is 
stable decreases. 

He added, “Even now we are 
not able to produce the seven- 
vortex system. But this is critical- 
ly stable and likely cannot be 
formed under real conditions. It 
is like trying to balance a pencil 
on its tip. In theory, you should 
be able to do it, but in reality it 
cannot be done? 

The team also confirmed the 
key relationship between the 
radii. “This is where we have 
clearly established a first,’ said 
Vatistas; in 2002, a group at the 
University of —_ California 
(Berkeley) came close, but did 
not verify the radial relationship. 

Why is this important? The 
confirmation of Thomson's trea- 
tise. suggests that it can be used 
with confidence to describe the 
almost endless naturally occur- 
ring phenomena which appear 
to be analogous to vortex sys- 
tems. 

Some, like the formation of 
spiral galaxies are too far away 
for us to study without this type 
of connection. Others are much 
closer to home: tornadoes, hurri- 
canes and specific atmospheric 
conditions at the poles. As the 
authors underlined in their let- 
ter, the close resemblance of 
their results to satellite imagery 
of weather patterns in Antartica 
“is intriguing” 

For Vatistas, the possibilities 
for new research “are very excit- 
ing. I'm fascinated by galaxies 
and the classical turbulence we 
seem to see there” He smiled. “I 
like to think beyond the conven- 
tional, but I have to keep my feet 
on the ground. I am a scientist” 
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ACCOLADES 


Congratulations to Jerry Tomberlin, former dean of the John 
Molson School of Business, who has been named dean of the Sprott 
School of Business at Carleton University in Ottawa. 


NoQn- 


Philip Abrami (Centre for the Study of Learning and Performance) 
was quoted in a Canadian Press article published online by the CBC. 
The article was about a partnership between Nortel's LearniT and 
Curriki, which provides free digital textbooks and lesson plans any- 
where in the world. Abrami said that while sharing learning materi- 
als online is laudable, caution should be exercised. “It's very early in 
the game. Textbooks are still popular, because all of the pieces fit 
together and make a coherent whole. Right now, [online materials] 
aren't kicking off like wildfire, in my judgement?” 


QO 


Daniel Dagenais (Sociology/Anthropology) was responsible for a 
special issue on suicide of Recherches Sociographique. \t is available 
in bookstores and online at www.soc.ulaval.ca/recherchesso- 
ciographiques 


“on 


Paulos Milkias (Political Science) has presented six scholarly 
papers this year on Ethiopia, including on human rights, the demise 
of feudalism and the increasing emphasis on Western education; the 
influence of warlords; and the effect of Islamic courts. He was guest 
editor for an issue of Northeast African Studies, published by the 
State University of Michigan Press, and was interviewed by CTV, Fox 
and CBC Radio regarding conflict in the Horn of Africa. His most 
recent book, Haile Selassie, Western Education and Political Revolu- 
tion in Ethiopia (Cambria Press, 2006), received positive reviews 
from the Canadian Journal of Political Science, the International 
Journal of African Historical Studies, The Africa Review of Books and 
Choice. 


 N@/o 


A paper by Suresh Goyal has been listed by the journal Decision 
Sciences as one of the 100 most-cited papers in the field during a 36- 
year period (1970-2006). Published in 1988, it was titled “A Joint 
Economic-Lot-Size Model for Purchaser and Vendor — A Comment?’ 
It ranked 17th, with 82 citations over the period. 
~o 

Hearty congratulations to Jane 
Stewart, founding member of 
the Centre for Studies in 
Behavioural Neurobiology in 
Concordia’s Department of 
Psychology, who was invested 
with the Order of Canada by 
Governor-General Michaélle 
Jean at her residence, Rideau 
Hall, in Ottawa, on April 11. 


NO 


Congratulations to John Capobianco and 


(Chemistry 
Biochemistry) for securing a grant from the Ministry of Economic 
Development, Innovation and Export. His project on the “adaptation 
de nanoparticules pour utilization dans des systémes de detection 
biologiques” builds on his expertise on the synthesis and characteri- 
zation of lanthanide-doped complexes. 


N@Qo 


Joyce Pillarella, who is doing her MA in Oral History, talked about 
her research into Montreal's large Italian community on March 20 at 
the Leonardo Da Vinci Centre in St. Léonard. As reported by The 
Suburban, she said that many immigrants created their own dialect, 
giving an Italian flourish to unfamiliar terms like paycheque. She 
also said they have lovingly handed down customs now forgotten in 
modern Italy. 


 N@Qvo 


Désirée McGraw, an outstanding graduate of Concordia’s School of 


Community and Public Affairs in 1993, has succeeded former 
Concordia president Frederick Lowy as executive director of the 
Jeanne Sauvé Foundation and Scholars Program. 
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Alex Lawrie, who worked at Concordia for 27 years, started as a typewriter 
repairman in 1971 and became a senior purchaser who specialized in com- 
puter and other high-tech supplies and equipment. In January. 1998, Alex 
died suddenly, only months after he had retired at age 55. 

Immediately after his death, his friends began to collect donations toward 
the Alex Lawrie Memorial Scholarship. After an initial base of funds that cul- 
minated in the Alex Lawrie Memorial Dinner in October 1998, the donations 
kept coming, mainly through the Concordia staff hockey team's annual 
fundraising activities. 

Every year, the Concordia staff hockey team donates close to $1,000 to the 
Alex Lawrie Memorial Scholarship. At last November's Donor Recognition 
Ceremony for Undergraduate Awards, team members Darcy Sowden and 
Henry Kovalcik and friends David Gobby and Joseph Capano inducted the 
Alex Lawrie Memorial Scholarship. Thus far, faculty and staff who have con- 
tributed to the scholarship have raised nearly $12,000. 

The players seen in the photo are, in the front row, from left to right: Jay 
Garland, Christopher Alleyne, Murray Sang, Patrick Devey and Joe Luciano. 
In the back row: Jay Mazzamauro, Serge Bergeron, Steve Ranger-Dubé, 
Darcy Sowden, Michel Bujold, Eric Katchan, Eldon Hill, Chris Mikos, Henry 
Kovalcik, Martin Dicaire, Laurie Zack, Karrwright Lee, Glenn Weir and Doug 
Wong. Missing from photo: Manny Palladini, Mike O’Hanley, Phil “Bus Stop” 
Gale, Denis De Melo, Paul Moreau, Mathieu Richard, Brian Noseworthy and 
Terry Rogers. 

To learn more about how Concordia's faculty and staff are providing a first- 
rate education for hundreds of students, visit community.concordia.ca/gifts 
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Coffee's on us: Kathy Assayag, 
Vice-President of Advancement and 
Alumni Relations, is seen serving 
coffee and snacks to students dur- 
ing exam time, April 9 to 17. The 
friendly service is an annual project 
with the Alumni Association, the 
Student Union, and the Arts and 
Science Federation of Associations. 

Alumni's other student programs 
include the Mentor Program 
(giving students a link to people 
with established careers), CAST 
(the Concordia Alumni Student 
Team whose members organize 
events to enrich the student 
experience), and Backpack to 
Briefcase (workshops that bring 
business expertise to the 
campus). 


Staff team honours long-time friend 


Bravo, encore: A scene 
from the last production of the 
season by students in the Theatre 
Department, which got a rave 
review from Gazette drama critic 
Pat Donnelly. 

Much of the credit goes to the 
Moscow-trained director, Alexandre 
Marine, who Donnelly says ‘could 
create a fascinating evening out of 
a telephone directory.” 

In this case, the material was 
ideal for Marine: two short 
comedies by Alexandr Vampilov 
who died in 1972 and is compared in 
Russia to Anton Chekhov. The first 
was An Incident with a Paginator, and 
the second, Twenty Minutes with an 
Angel. 

Donnelly said, “A stunning coup 
de théatre involving the descent 
of a portrait of Lenin heightens 
the sense of state-inflicted 
Paranoia in Provincial Anecdotes. Set 
designer Sarah Hall's modular 
cardboard-box hotel allows entire 
walls to be brought down with a 
kick or a punch.” 
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BARBARA BLACK 


Ethics, trust, governance and due 
diligence have never been more 
pressing subjects for business 
scholars than they are right now. 
The U.S. sub-prime mortgage 
crisis, which started last summer 
when people couldn't pay their 
mortgages, started a financial 
earthquake that rocked huge 
American and British banks and 
investment houses and is dragging 
down the U.S. economy. The crisis 
alarmed government agencies to 
the extent that they stepped 
beyond their normal sphere in an 
effort to stabilize the market. 
Even the normally cautious 
Canadian banks were seduced by 
the easy money, although it seems 
they will recover. The Caisse de 
dépot et placement lost more than 
$13 billion of our pensions. 
There's plenty of blame to go 
around, according to finance pro- 
fessor Lorne Switzer. He _ is 
Associate Dean, Research, in the 
John Molson School of Business. 
He holds the Van Berkom Chair in 
Small-Cap Equities, and he's the 
Associate — Director the 
Concordia-HEC for 
Governance in Private and Public 


of 
Institute 


Organizations. 

Switzer says there was so much 
capital available in the 1990s that 
both borrowers and lenders got 
greedy. The intermediate institu- 
tions bought into the shaky mort- 
gages by acquiring and reselling 
them in the form of asset-backed 
commercial paper (ABCP), a 





financial instrument few of us had 
heard of until recently, without 
exercising due diligence. ABCP 
was supposed to be like a savings 
account with a slightly higher 
interest rate, but as thousands of 
investors in Canada discovered, it 
was a risky investment. 

Business schools have taught for 
decades that companies should do 
their best for their shareholders or 
proprietors, but this is a practical 
objective without an_ ethical 
dimension, Switzer said. 

“Maximizing shareholder 
wealth often involves tradeoffs. 
Some shareholders might be satis- 
fied at the expense of other stake- 


holders. Doing the ‘right thing’ 
should transcend all tradeoffs, but 
human beings are fallible” 

Virtues such as honesty, respect 
for others, not impinging upon the 
autonomy of another, doing one's 
best — actions like these are done 
without expectation of reward. 
And there's no penalty for bad 
behaviour if you don’t get caught. 

Sometimes it’s a case of making 
poor decisions and then com- 
pounding them, he - said. 
Businesses are required to do their 
financial reporting on a short- 
term basis, which may impair 
their judgment. “If you have to 
focus on producing results for one 
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Honesty in the credit market 


quarter ahead, that might be at 
the expense of having better 
results one year ahead’ 

Some critics are calling for more 
regulation in the credit sector, but 
Switzer doesn't expect to see it. 

“The financial sector has typi- 
cally argued strongly against regu- 
lations that impinge on their 
behaviour. The basic viewpoint 
was that major financial institu- 
tions are sophisticated players 
who know very well how to evalu- 
ate risk and control for it. It is iron- 
ic, however, that they expect that 
the government to bail them out 
when they are proven terribly 
wrong, 





Lorne Switzer will host a conference on business ethics next fall at Concordia. 
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Asked when the current credit 
crunch will end, Switzer said, 
“Markets are pretty resilient. I 
think the bottom will appear when 
the best players, like Goldman 
Sachs, who bailed out of their 
ABCP positions before the deba- 
cle, start buying whatever is left of 
these mortgage pools.” 

We wondered if financial instru- 
ments like ABCPs are used inap- 
propriately. “Obviously they were 
used inappropriately in the case of 
the scandalous sub-prime mort- 
gage pools, but these instruments 
can be effective to pool the risk of 
individual assets, creating a port- 
folio that has less risk than its indi- 
vidual components. ABCPs can be 
created from any type of asset- 
backed security, such as a student 
loan or a credit card? 

Switzer finds it interesting that 
some of the leading “traditional” 
economics and finance scholars 
have shifted their focus to ethics in 
recent years. For example, Michael 
Jensen, an emeritus professor of 
Harvard, has created a model of 
business integrity that can be 
taught and used by business pro- 
fessionals. 

Jensen defines integrity as 
wholeness, soundness, being com- 
plete and in perfect condition. 
That means honoring one’s word, 
doing what you said you would do, 
and if you can't, admitting it and 
cleaning up the mess. 

Switzer this 
approach, and will host Jensen at 
Concordia next fall for a confer- 
ence on business ethics. 


subscribes to 
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Mervin Butovsky in the library named to commemorate his son. 
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The Concordia Institute for 
Canadian Jewish Studies inaugu- 
rated the Avriel Butovsky 
Research Library on April 9. 

Rivka and Mervin Butovsky, a 
Concordia University professor 
emeritus of English literature, 
donated over 3,000 books on 
modern Judaica in memory of 
their son, Avriel Butovsky (1959- 
1993), who was a devoted student 
of Islamic history and culture. 

Most of the titles ‘range over 
religion, philosophy, Zionism, lit- 
erature, Bible studies, North 
American Jewish writing, and 
the history of 20th century 
Jewish culture. 

More than 100 community and 
university members attended the 
inauguration. They heard pre- 
sentations by Yaron, Avriel’s 
brother, his mother Rivka, and 


by Howie Gold, a friend of Avriel 
at high school, now a professor 
of political science at Smith 
College. They all spoke about the 
intellectual interests of Avriel 
and his father. 

Mia Barsheshet described a 
fund that supports an annual 
activity aimed at enriching the 


school curriculum at Bialik, 
Avriel’s former high school. 


Matthew Ellis, a PhD candidate in 
Middle East Studies at Princeton 
University, talked about the com- 
mon elements of his and Avriel’s 
research pursuits and Avriel’s 
achievements at Oxford and 
Harvard, and in Cairo. 

Norman Ravvin, Chair of the 
Institute, expressed his thanks 
for the generous donation. He 
explained aspects of the library, 
and said he welcomed the 


||| Library on modern Judaica donated 


respite from the technological 
world with good old-fashioned 
reading in a library. The evening 
concluded with a reception and 
a library tour. 

The library is housed at the 
Concordia Institute for Cana- 
dian Jewish Studies in SB-219 at 
1590 Dr. Penfield Ave., and is now 
open to academics and students 
for research. Appointments and 
questions can be directed to 
Olivia Ward at cjs@alcor.concor- 
dia.ca or by calling 514-848-2424, 
ext. 8760. 

Further information on 
Institute initiatives, including 
the Student Journal of Canadian 
Jewish Studies, fellowships and 
awards, and the online library 
catalogue, are available on the 
Institute's website: www.concor- 
dia.ca/jchair 
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Engineering praise for achievements 


KAREN HERLAND 


Not every department takes the 
time to formally acknowledge the 
efforts of their own. It was clear 
at the Mechanical and Industrial 
Engineering Department recep- 
tion on April 9 that students, fac- 
ulty and staff genuinely share 
pride in the department's suc- 
cess, 

The reception was held in the 
Norman D. Hébert Meeting 
Room, where students had set 
up their capstone projects. 
People squeezed through the 
crowded room, refreshments in 
hand, to find out more about 
them. 

Students are required to take 
the capstone course in their final 
year. Teams either receive a 
problem as defined by their pro- 
fessors or industry, or identify 
one of their own. After that, they 
have two terms to collaborate on 
a solution that is both symbol 
and measure of everything they 
have learned in the program. 

A team of Professor Mamoun 
Medraj’s students walked away 
with the Richard Cheng Design 
Award for Mechanical 
Engineering for their Arc- 
Melting Furnace. 

Meanwhile, the Richard Cheng 
Capstone Design Award for 
Mechanical Engineering was 
scooped up by the brave team 
that presented their concrete 
toboggan design. 

Both of those awards involve 
cash prizes, as did the Capstone 
Design Award for Industrial 
Engineering, which went to the 


team that addressed the needs of 


Pratt and Whitney with a 


redesign of their Plant 1 Engine 
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Staff, students and faculty celebrated accomplishments in the Department of Mechanical and Industrial Engineering. 


Centre. 

Finally, the department offers 
a Merit Award for Capstone 
Design in Mechanical Engin- 
eering. This year the award went 
to the team that successfully cre- 
ated a protective plastic netting 
cutting machine. 

According to their supervisor, 
Henry Hong, the problem was 
identified by a student at his job. 
The company produces metal 
shafts, which they ship in protec- 
tive netting that was hand-meas- 
ured and cut. The student asked 
his employer if he could develop 
a better system, and the compa- 
ny underwrote the project. In 
fact, the machine had to be 
brought back from the factory, 
where it is currently in use, to 
display during the reception. 


“The man who did the job before 
has been reassigned,’ Hong said. 

The lunchtime event, organ- 
ized by Leslie Hosein with help 
from Dominic Ng and emceed by 
Ali Akgunduz, recognized other 
contributions as well. The 
Canadian Society for Mechanical 
Engineers (CSME) Gold Medal 
went to Imtiaz Ahmed, and the 
CSME Award for Teaching 
Excellence went to brand-new 
professor Lyes Kadem. 

Ralph Koyess, president of the 
student chapter of the CSME, 
was awarded a certificate of 
merit for involvement in under- 
graduate activity. Jason Sobey 
won similar recognition as presi- 
dent of the Institute of Industrial 
Engineers (IIE) chapter. His 
award was presented by Nadia 
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Bhuiyan. A few minutes later, he 
was able to return the favour, 
presenting Bhuiyan with a teach- 
ing excellence award for her abil- 
ity to engage students week after 
week, 

George Vatistas presented 
Keivan Fardad and Wenwei Yang 
with the Silas Katz Memorial 
Award. Vatistas recalled his own 
days as Katz's student and 
acknowledged his former profes- 
sor’s ability to build students’ 
knowledge almost randomly 
until a few weeks before the end 
of the term, when “all the pieces 
of the puzzle fell into place.” 

Graduate students Benedikt 
Roidl, Tohid Fatanat Didar and 
Shahrokh Shahriari were also 
recognized for their presentation 
achievements. In addition, fel- 


lowships and International Fee 
Remissions were awarded. 

Department service was rec- 
ognized in terms of years, and 
those who had hit the milestones 
of one and two decades were 
acknowledged. 

Pugh pointed out how well the 
support staff “work as a com- 
bined team that make the 
department function. They can 
help you fix the wiring on your 
capstone project, date stamp an 
assignment, help you get into the 
right course and get you the 
refund you are owed.” 

This year, the Recognition of 
Service to the Department 
Award was given collectively to 
the administrative support staff 
and the technical and machine 
shop staff. 





Capstone project 
takes Texas 


The work of this capstone team was acknowledged at the departmen- 
tal award ceremony. They had already been recognized at the SAE 
International AeroDesign competition in Texas. 

The team’s project placed first or second in three of four possible 
award categories, including Second place in Best Overall Micro Class. 
The honours earned the team of Neil Carter, Remi Luong, Avneesh 
Lalit Hingorani, Mehul Patel and Andre Isber $2,500 in award money. 

All of this was managed despite the fact that the aircraft had 
suffered a major accident just days before the Texas competition and 
the capstone showcase at Concordia. The team was able to 
reconstruct the aircraft, which seems to have performed none the 


worse for the wear. 
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KAREN HERLAND 


The over 80 students who pre- 
and 


presentations on 


sented 
PowerPoint 
April 4 were articulate, enthusi- 
astic and engaged with their 
material. 


posters, papers 


And not a single one had com- 
pleted their first post-secondary 
degree. 

The second annual Arts and 
Science Undergraduate Research 
Day showcased a range of knowl- 
edge-building across the entire 
faculty. “More than one person 
has said that the striking thing 
was the diversity demonstrated 
here today. It’s a characteristic of 
this faculty that 
unique,” said Associate Dean of 
Research and Graduate Studies 
Graham Carr. 

Student presentations were 
divided into three categories: 
humanities (including research 
creation), social sciences and 
natural and health sciences. 
Poster presentations filled the 
LB Atrium. Student video and 
digital work was on view at the 
back of the Atrium. Oral presen- 
tations were scheduled simulta- 
neously throughout the day in 
the adjacent J.A. DeSeve Cinema. 

Students presented posters on 
the architectural heritage of 
Concordia’s buildings, reader 
responses to the Globe and Mails 
health reporting and circus per- 


makes us 











rads strut their stuff 
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From left: Tara Millman, Alexander Heggie, Mattyas Huggard, Jason Reinglas, Amie Wright and Carina Foran all celebrated their awards at the Arts 
and Science Annual Undergraduate Research Day. 


formance. Oral presentations 
ranged from to Amelie D’Astous's 
analysis of the traits that put 
mammals at risk for extinction 
to Columbian literature. 

All of the work was adjudicat- 
ed by 21 professors, representing 
the various departments. They 
evaluated the material and 
determined the best oral and the 
best poster presenters in each of 
the three categories. The awards 
were presented at the end of the 
day by Joanne Locke, Interim 
Dean of the faculty. 


Carr acknowledged the efforts 
of the “faculty supervisors 
behind the scenes who helped 
students with their presenta- 
tions. That kind of collaboration 
is an essential function of the 
teaching mission’ 

In fact, Carr pointed out that 
the event “breaks down the 
dichotomy of research versus 
teaching, and instead demon- 
strates the symbiosis of the two 
roles’ 

History student Amie 
Wright's presentation won the 
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oral prize for humanities, with 
Mattyas Huggard from Classics, 
Modern Languages and 
Linguistics taking the poster 
prize in that category. 

Carina’ Foran’s — research 
action project identifying exist- 
ing systemic gaps in research 
on the sexual health of young 
women in Canada took top 
honours in the social sciences 
oral presentation category. 
Alexander Heggie’s presenta- 
tion on religious violence and 
memory earned first place for 


the Religion Department in the 
poster category. 

Finally Jason Reinglas’s oral 
presentation won for natural and 
health sciences presentation. His 
research on quadriceps strength 
for cancer patients had already 
won him a Young Investigators 
award in Florida earlier this year 
(the Journal, Jan. 17, 2008). Tara 
Millman took the poster prize in 
that category for her research on 
behaviours of low-birth weight 
infants when interacting with 
their mothers. 


Stanley Mills Prizes 
go to eight students 


The winners of the Stanley 
Mills Prize for 2007-08 repre- 
sent a range of undergraduate 
students’ artistic practice as 
recognized by professionals in 
their respective fields. 

Seven $500 prizes were 
awarded, based on an evalua- 
tion of their creative and aca- 
demic potential. 

Two of the prizes went to the- 
atre students. Stephanie 
Lambert received the Design in 
Theatre prize, and Rio Mitchell 


_ was given the award for Theatre 


in Development. 

Most of the applicants were 
from Studio Arts. Jasmine 
Bakalarz, whose Beauty Pageant 
Series was exhibited at the VAV 
Gallery Pom Pom show and dur- 
ing Art Matters, earned one of 
the awards for a triptych in the 


series. Hanna Kang received a 
prize for Self Portrait (My Laurie) 
— the image on the right is the 
second part of that diptych . Her 
sister, Laura, is currently fea- 
tured in the undergraduate stu- 
dent show at the FOFA gallery. 
Erin Muskett got the third prize- 
for her painting Untitled No. 21. 
The cinema awards were 
given to one filmmaking and 
one animation project. Marie- 


Eve Tremblay's Aqui comienzan 


los estados undios wowed the 
selection committee. David 
Hoang and Karen Baker shared 
the animation prize for their 
collaboration on Clockworks. 
The Prize was inaugurated in 
1994. G.H. Stanley Mills was a 
professor in Canadian history 
at Sir George Williams 
University, later Concordia. 
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In one corner of the gallery, two 
lifelike mannequins of young 
women huddle on the floor, 
reminding the viewer of refugees. 

A mysterious wooden box in 
the centre of the gallery turns out 
to contain the inner workings of a 
piano; when it’s given a hard 


ie 


| Media merge in one big MFA show 


shove, the lowest strings resonate 
with a thrilling hum. 

More than 60 students in the 
Master of Fine Arts program are 
presenting the biggest edition 
ever of their annual year-end exhi- 
bition. Called Strata, it includes 
the work of artists, photogra- 


phers, sculptors — in fact, many 
of the artists work in original 
blends of media. 

Danielle Davies created an 
installation out of a white mat- 
tress and synthetic hair. The mat- 
tress is suspended from the ceil- 
ing. She used the hair to embroi- 


der a legend on the top of the mat- 
tress, and the hair trails below. 
This isn’t the first piece she has 
made that involves hair, she said, 
because it fascinates her. 

The student organizers say the 
gallery, Espace Artefacto, in an old 
factory building in St. Henri, 


CLASSACTION 
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reflects the spirit of the exhibition 
and the artists involved. 

Strata is on at Espace 
Artefacto, 3520 St. Jacques St., 
near the Lionel Groulx metro 
station, until this Sunday, April 
20. A catalogue will be launched 
on Saturday night. 





Developing a pitch-perfect campaign 


KAREN HERLAND 


The $3-million budget may be 
virtual, but students registered 
in MARK 453 are faced with very 
real client needs. 

Students were charged with 
pitching a major campaign to 
their client, Toni Hamilton- 
Edwards, Marketing Head of 
Peter Mielzynski Agencies Ltd., 
who are the distributors of 
Amarula créme liqueur. 

“They are responsible for 
developing the entire campaign, 
from soup to nuts, explained 
Mary Ann Cipriano, who has 
been teaching this course off 
and on for several years. 

Although she prefers to work 
with real cases, it is not always 
possible to find companies will- 
ing to invest the time and ener- 
gy necessary. Executives who 
agree to become the students 
clients must be available to 
present their needs, respond to 
questions as needed and hear 
pitches from 20 different teams. 

“I've never seen a client this 
wonderful,” Cipriano _ said. 
Hamilton-Edwards, whose firm 
is based in Toronto, flew to 
Montreal to meet with Cipriano 
and Darlene Walsh, who is 
teaching two sections of the 
course, to determine the class- 
es needs. Over the term, she 
returned several times to pres- 
ent a briefing to the students 


involved in the project and 
again over the last two weeks of 
courses to listen to presenta- 
tions. 

“This is a huge commitment 
in terms of time and money. But 
she said it was in keeping with 
their mandate and community 
values: 

The award-winning Distell 
Ltd., Amarula’s parent company, 
is actively involved in communi- 
ty development and conserva- 
tion in South Africa, where they 
are based. They have built facto- 
ries, a clinic and a daycare in the 





region. “I wanted to pick a com- 
pany with a highly ethical pro- 
file as an example for students.” 

Students spend the semester 
researching and producing a 
report on how they want to 
position the brand, their adver- 
tising strategies and media 
selections, and the content of 
their campaigns. 

Students then produce 20- 
minute PowerPoint presenta- 
tions for Hamilton-Edwards 
and representatives from their 
advertising firm, Cossette. They 
in turn provided personal feed- 


back to each team privately. As 
is always the case in this course, 
the campaigns remain the intel- 
lectual property of the students. 
Darlene Walsh, who taught 
two of the three sections of the 
course offered this term, said 
that for some students, having 
the executives in the room was 
stressful. “I reminded the stu- 
dents that both the client and I 
were here to support them, and 
encourage them to do better’ 
Each team received individ- 
ual feedback immediately after 
their presentation. Walsh let 


The team tries to keep butterflies to a minimum before pitching their national campaign for Amarula. From 
left: Jonathan Lecerf, Joelle Cété, Ana Touré, Jennifer Fattell and Iqbal Kamboj. 


them know how they did on 
their interaction and presenta- 
tion of the material. Hamilton- 
Edwards discussed their cre- 
ative ideas and the representa- 
tives from Cossette evaluated 
their media choices. 

The students do not just gain 
the experience of having a client, 
they also learn about competi- 
tion. Since they are all given the 
same briefing on the brand, its 
market position and potential 
consumer base, they have to 
develop ways to meet those 
needs while standing apart from 
the other campaigns. 

“It really gives you an idea of 
what it is like’ said Brian 
Dittmer, whose team, Rafiki 
Corporation, presented in one 
of Walsh’s sections of the 
course. “Forty-eight hours 
before the presentation, every- 
one is freaking out in their own 
way. Among the first to present, 
Dittmer could not help but con- 
sider his team’s campaign, 
based on wordplay, with the 
other presentations he watched 
after it. 

Dittmer, who is a theatre 


3 major, took the course because 


he thought he might learn more 


= about promoting events and 


shows with a glimpse into the 
world of marketing. Tracking 
down information on advertis- 
ing rates and how to get a radio 
spot proved invaluable. 
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Beauty found in unexpected places 


BARBARA BLACK 


David Jhave Johnston makes art 
in his bathroom. He uses a 
pocket-sized camera to shoot 
detritus and humble objects. 


Then he manipulates the 
images to create mysterious 
videos accompanied by 


processed sound that he record- 
ed while he was shooting. He 


superimposes enigmatic bits of 


text over it to make digital poet- 
ry and distributes it on the web. 
His goal is to find beauty where 
we least expect it. 

His work is free, download- 
able under a creative commons 
license. 

“I believe strongly that digital 
art that is capable of being dis- 
tributed and copied freely 
should be given away,’ Johnston 
said. “Art is service. Many video 
artists try to navigate the diffi- 
culty of making a living with 
media that is so easily copyable 
by making so-called ‘limited 
editions; but I feel there are 
alternative that 
emerge.” 

Johnston is doing a PhD in the 
humanities, and was asked by his 
supervisor, Ollivier Dyens, who is 
chair of the Departement d’E- 
tudes frangaises, to be the first 
artist featured on a_ screen 


economies 


installed on the sixth floor of the 
McConnell Building to show off 
the multimedia work of students. 

He uses a pocket-sized Pentax 
Optio WP 30 and “heavy-duty” 
photo lights. “The subjects are 
mostly to be found in my bath- 
room: I film in the toilet, bathtub, 
sink. Crumbs, hair, dust, bubbles, 
bruises, ink, shampoos, creams... 
whatever is available. 

“The sound is asynchronous. 
The video works are constructed 
from clusters of clips that feed 
dynamically into a browser. So the 
movies are recombined as they 
load, and the rhythm changes 
according to network latency. 

Johnston came to Montreal 
from Ontario. He took a com- 
puter science degree with a 
minor in what was then the 
Digital Image and Sound pro- 
gram (now CART and IMCA). 

Dyens contacted him in 2000 
after seeing his work online. He 
began inviting him to confer- 
ences and to help as program- 
mer-artist on a couple projects. 
It was the beginning of what 
was, and continues to be, a 
mutually rewarding relation- 
ship. He finished his Master's 
degree in Vancouver, but 
returned to Montreal. 

“Concordia has a wealth of 
people working on interesting 


digital art and media theory; 
Johnston said. “[Professors] 
Chris Salter, Sha Xin Wei and 
Jason Lewis, who is one of the 
pioneers of digital poetry, really 
offer a depth of knowledge and 
experience and sensibility” 

Johnston added that the 
interdisciplinary humanities 
program is rare in its capacity to 
accept art, at least to some 
degree, as research at the doc- 
toral level. He has FQRSC doc- 
toral funding for three years. 

In an effort to put a theory 
around what he is doing instinc- 
tively, he is looking at the way 
digital phrases and words can 
be combined and recombined. 
“It makes a computational lan- 
guage collage. The verse 
explodes into fragments that 
are in orbit around a display, 
and an algorithm can decide 
which set or sequence get dis- 
played together? 

Although he’s an agnostic, he 
says, “I feel the — spiritual 
impulse is as fundamental as 
sexuality. God, for me, occurs in 
those moments when humans 
open to the opportunity to see 
beauty and experience love and 
unity in anything. I consider 
myself an experiential conduit, 
offering aesthetic experiences 
that include words.” 





David Johnston with the new screen in Etudes francaises 


The idea of establishing a 
multimedia vitrine for students 
in the LB sixth floor came from 
professor and award-winning 
poet Marc-André Brouillette, 


who wanted to make the 
department's adventurous spirit 
more visible. You can view 
Johnston’s work there or at 
www.glia.ca 





Mechtronix Systems remembers its roots 


A local company built by alumni 
has lent Concordia a flight simu- 
lator, likely making it the only 
Quebec university to be so 
equipped. 

Mechtronix Systems 
Concordia roots that go back to 
the 1970s, when a visionary pro- 


has 


fessor, Jaroslav Svoboda, told five 
students — Joe Frazao, Tom 
Allen, Xavier Hervé, Fernando 
Petruzziello and Marco 
Petruzziello — to build a flight 
simulator using micro- 
processor technology. They built 
it, graduated, and established 
their own company in 1987. 
Mechtronix began as an engi- 


new 


neering consulting group special- 
izing in all aspects of micro- 
processor industrial applications. 
It developed a niche in flight sim- 
ulators, and now competes with 
CAE and others in the world mar- 
ket, employing 200 people and 
growing at the rate of 40 per cent 
a year, 

Luis Rodrigues teaches Flight 
Control Systems and Avionics 





Mechtronix Vice-President Joe Frazao, in the (simulated) pilot's seat. 


Navigation Systems, undergradu- 
ate and graduate, as part of the 
Aerospace and Vehicle Systems 
option in the Mechanical 
Engineering program. 


The students won't learn how 
to fly, he explained. As part of 
their course in avionics naviga- 
tion systems, they'll learn how the 
cockpit instruments work and 


how to use them to navigate. 
They'll also design autopilots and 
test them in simulated flight for a 
class of flight control. 

Previously, Rodrigues taught 
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the course using computer simu- 
lation, where there is no hard- 
ware involved. “With a real flight 
simulator, one can perform a 
hardware-in-the-loop simulation, 
and also a pilot-in-the-loop simu- 
lation, by adding a pilot” 

Rodrigues took a “test flight” in 
the simulator with a pilot from 
Mechtronix, and found it interest- 
ing. “The pilot was explaining to 
the students in real time all the 
steps involved in the manoeuvre 
of take-off, going around the air- 
port and landing in the same air- 
port.” 

The prototype built by Svoboda 
and his students sat side by side 
with the donated simulator in the 
Flight Simulator Lab, a small 
facility under the Hall Building, at 
a celebration on April 7. 

Joe Frazao, vice-president of 
Mechtronix, spoke about how it 
felt to give back to the university 
that had been so pivotal in the 
company’s history, and asked for 
a moments silence in honour of 
Svoboda, who died in 2004. 


WOV18 Vavauva 
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Colors of Concordia 
returns for another tour 


Every year the Colors of 
Concordia Team rides in the 
Tour de I'Ile, a 50-km bicycle 
ride that tours the island of 
Montreal. Last year saw over 300 
cyclists from Concordia repre- 
senting 74 different countries. 
This year's event will take place 
on Sunday, June 1. 

The bike ride begins at Parc 
Maisonneuve and ends with a 
BBQ picnic with food of many 
cultures, great music and the 


opportunity to meet hundreds 
of fellow students from many 
different countries. This is 
your chance to represent your 
country, have a great time, and 
support the Colors’ of 
Concordia Fund, which pro- 
motes cultural diversity at 
Concordia. 

To join Colors of Concordia, 
see www.colorsofconcordia.ca/. 
Registration is $25 and closes 
Friday, May 2. 





Blue Metropolis 


This year's Blue Metropolis Festival 
is gearing up to open its doors for 
the 10th time on April 30. 

The celebration of words has 
grown steadily since English 
instructor Linda Leith started 
the event at a downtown hotel. 
Now, the almost 200 events spill 
out of the Delta Centre-Ville 
which serves as the centre of the 
five-day event that has grown 
from 70 particpants in its inau- 
gural year to over five times that 
number. 

Concordians, as usual, are 
well represented with numerous 
graduates and lecturers fea- 
tured, as well as professors Jason 
Camlot and Mikhail Iossel tak- 
ing the stage. Iossel will be chair- 


ing a discussion in Russian, one 
of seven languages spoken at dif- 
ferent events. On the Road is a 
theme of the festival this year, 
with different countries, cul- 
tures and the act of travel writ- 
ing itself featured in several dis- 
cussions and workshops. 

The festival also goes digital 
this year. Hexagram’s Jason 
Lewis will be featuring his digi- 
tal take on traditional texts as 
part of the science and new 
media focus of the festival. 

This year will also feature a 
festival for children held in par- 
allel to the main event. 

For schedules. specifics and 
ticket information, go _ to 
www.bluemetropolis.org 





Caught in the act: contemporary dancer. Forty Nguyen performs 
work by choreographer Pascale Hilaire in the students’ end-of-year show. 
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Business students 
organize events for credit 
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Students organized a soccer tournament as an exercise in management. 


BARBARA BLACK 


Anyone who has ever organized 
a big event knows it takes plan- 
ning, creativity, diplomacy and 
smarts. Management professor 
Kathleen Boies uses that in her 
teaching. 

She gets the students in 
MANA 447 to “make something 
happen that wouldn't happen 
without your initiative” The stu- 
dents usually rise to the occa- 
sion, and when they don't, they 
admit it and learn from it. 

Boies has a keen interest in 
volunteer work. When she and 
Maryléne Gagné created this 
course last year, they steered 
the students towards organiz- 
ing events to benefit their com- 
munity. 

Some knew about working 
collectively for non-profit caus- 
es; others didn’t. Some of the 
male students wanted to organ- 
ize poker tournaments and did 
little until the deadline loomed. 
Then they discovered that 
there are laws about gambling 
to raise money, and had to 
come up with more viable proj- 
ects in a hurry. 

One team planned a night at 
the Comedy Nest, with the pro- 
ceeds going to AIDS orphans in 
Africa. They had 100 tickets to 
sell, half the capacity of the com- 
edy club, donated by the man- 
agement. 

There were snags, although 
ultimately, they pulled it off. 
They thought they would be able 
to sell tickets on campus, but 





that’s not allowed. (If it were, 
students would be bombarded 
with sales pitches.) Instead, they 
sold the tickets through friends. 
They didn’t sell them all, but 
they got cash donations that 
made up the difference. 

They would have liked to tell 
the audience more about the 
Concordia Volunteer Abroad 
Program, which was going to 
disburse the money, but they 
didn't have time, and in any case, 
only half the audience had 
bought tickets from them. Never 
mind, they made $1,300 for the 
orphans. 

A few teams chose projects 
driven by the enthusiasm of 
one of their members. One 
team did the fundraising for 
the 50th anniversary gala of 
AIESEC Canada, the interna- 
tional youth business organiza- 
tion. Raising money for a fancy 
dinner didn't exactly tug at the 
heartstrings, so cash donations 
were few. However, the stu- 
dents lowered their financial 
expectations and raised a lot of 
services in kind. 

A Stingers football player got 
his team to conduct a nutrition 
campaign. They distributed a 
survey at Le Gym, the universi- 
ty’s downtown health club, and 
felt their efforts were successful 
at raising awareness. Another 
team conducted a campaign to 
“Power It Off” — turn lights off 
in unused classrooms around 
campus. 

One team made up mainly of 
international students passion- 


Saunt Sata mn ress 
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ate about soccer organized a 
three-on-three indoor tourna- 
ment called the Culture Cup. 
They raised sponsors to cover 
their expenses, recruited players 
and referees, and kept the focus 
on diversity despite the keen 
competitive spirit. 

All the teams learned to form 
alliances with businesses that 
could provide a little sponsor- 
ship, organizations like the 
International Students Soccer 
Association Sustainable 
Concordia, or key staff members 
like Vladimir Pavlicik (Recrea- 
tion/athletics), Moran 
(Health Yves 
Gilbert (Facilities Management). 


and 


Owen 
Services) and 

Best of all, many of these proj- 
ects undertaken simply as 
course requirements are turning 
into enduring interests. 

Two teams that conducted 
food and clothing blitzes for the 
Salvation Army want to repeat 
them. A project to organize a 
central website for the universi- 
ty’s 150 student clubs was slow 
getting off the ground just 
because the need is so great, but 
the organizers of Concor- 
diaAlive.com are determined to 
build the site and hand it on 
after they graduate. 

Boies was delighted with their 
efforts. “I was very touched by 
what the students were able to 
accomplish within the time con- 
straints that they had, she said. 
“It's amazing what they can do if 
we let them explore and create 
projects that are close to their 
hearts. ” 
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30 Ticks 





Lecture on Mordecai Richler 





This undergraduate student exhibition has been a Faculty of Fine Arts tradition for more 
than 25 years, offering Fine Arts students an opportunity to present their work in a public 
gallery. The title 30 Ticks refers to the number of students in the show and the number of 
weeks in the school year. The show runs until May 9 in the main FOFA gallery, vitrines and 
Black Box, EV 1.715, and the vernissage is on April 17 from 6 to 8 p.m. Admission is free. For 
details: www.fofagallery.concordia.ca 








CODES exhibition 


Concordia Design Students, known simply as CODES, is also holding an end-of-studies exhi- 
bition from April 30 to May 5, with a vernissage on May 1 from 6 to 9 p.m. The gallery, at 3520 
St. Jacques St., corner of Rose-de-Lima, close to Lionel-Groulx metro station, is open Wed. to 
Fri. from 12 to 9 p. m., and from Sat. to Monday from 12 to 5 p.m. This exhibition will feature 
a collection of selected graphic, web, and object design works produced by students during 
their studies. The program integrates digital technologies into the creative process. 





Imprints at Art Mar 








/mprints is an exhibition held by Concordia's graduating photography class at Galerie Art Mar 
on Friday, April 18, to Saturday, May 3. Curated by Raymonde April and Evergon, it will high- 
light the artistic practices of over 30 innovative artists. The gallery is found at 5826 St. Hubert 
St., Rosemont metro station. For details, see www.psaconcordia.org/ 





Thomas D'Arcy McGee 


On Wednesday, April 23, at 6:30 p.m., David A. Wilson will lecture on “Thomas D'Arcy McGee: 
Passion, Reason, and Politics.” The lecture, sponsored by the Centre for Canadian Irish 
Studies, will be held in the York Amphitheatre, room EV 1.615. For more, cdnirish@alcor.con- 
cordia.ca 





Loyola Exercise Workshop 


Health Services is offering a workshop about different types of exercise, how much exercise is 
needed to reap the benefits and how to overcome the obstacles to regular exercise. The work- 
shop, limited to 25 participants, will be held April 23 from noon to 1 p.m. in L-AD 210. Contact 
Owen Moran to register: ext. 3572 or morano@alcor.concordia.ca 


Scandinavian music at Concert Hall 


The Lakeshore Concert Band presents its annual Gala Concert, highlighting music from 
Scandinavia, on Friday, May 2, at 8 p.m. at the Oscar Peterson Concert Hall. Invited guests are 
Montreal pianist Derek Yaple-Schobert, playing Edvard Grieg’s Piano Concerto in A Minor, and 
the KLM Royal Dutch Airlines Band. For information and reservations, call 514-428-0636. 
Tickets are $15, $10 for seniors and students. 


Jewish Studies Fellowships 


Fellowships for Jewish Studies are up for grabs from the Concordia Institute for Canadian 
Jewish Studies. Most are directed towards MA or PhD work. The deadline to apply is April 30. 
For full details, see www.concordia.ca/jchair 
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Reinhold Kramer, author of Mordecai Richler: Leaving St Urbain, will give a public lecture on 
Tuesday, May 6, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. The lecture, presented by Concordia Institute for 
Canadian Jewish Studies and McGill-Queen’s University Press, will be held in the Samuel 
Bronfman Building, 1590 Dr. Penfield Ave. Admission is RSVP: 
events. mqup@mcgill.ca. Copies of the book will be available for sale. 


free. Please 





Art of Living going to India 





The Art of Living Club at Concordia invites students to partake in an experiential workshop 
called YES+, short for Youth Empowerment Skills + Training. With Yogic breathing, medita- 
tion and practical wisdom, this workshop aims to focus the minds of participants, allowing 
them to “dive deeper, run faster and study less." From April 29 to May 4, this is a six-day work- 
shop. For details and to register, call 514-433-1935. Graduates of the workshop are eligible to 
go to India as part of Youth in Action from Dec. 26, 2008, to Jan. 10, 2009. 








Last chance for Jungle Book 





Geordie Productions’ most recent play is an adaptation of Rudyard Kipling's The Jungle Book. 
Aimed at kids over six years old and adults of all ages, it is a story about young Mowgli, a boy 
raised in the wild by wolves who must learn the Law of the Jungle. Elaborate masks, puppets 
and music bring the jungle to life. Performances begin April 26 in the D.B. Clarke Theatre, 
1455 De Maisonneuve Blvd W. See www.geordie.ca/ for details and tickets. 





Montreal's architecture explored 





The Canadian Centre for Architecture (CCA) will host "Montreal as Palimpsest: Architecture, 
Community, Change’, a conference on the history of architecture in Montreal. Sponsored by 
Art History, CCA and the Gail and Stephen Jarislowsky Institute for the Study of Canadian Art, 
the conference will explore the significance of architecture within the cultural landscape of 
Montreal. Held on Friday, April 18 from 1 to 7:30 p.m., the conference will feature Annie Gérin, 
art history professor at UQAM, as keynote speaker. The CCA is located at 1920 Baile St., 
between Fort and St. Mare Sts. For more, call ext. 
www.canadianartinstitute.org/conf08_palimpsest/ 


5171 or see 





Feminist Research Collaborations 


The Simone de Beauvoir Institute is hosting an interdisciplinary conference on Feminist 
Research at Concordia on April 28 and 29 from 9 a.m. till 6 p.m. This event is an occasion for 
Concordians to present research, exchange with colleagues and explore possibilities for 
future research collaboration, and concludes with a panel on Future Perspectives from 4 to 6 
p.m. Registration is from 9 to 10 a.m. in H-619. For more: artsandscience1.concordia.ca/wsdb/ 


Social and Environmental Justice for All 





The second annual Study in Action conference, presented by QPIRG, is an undergraduate stu- 
dent conference and this year's theme is Social and Environmental Justice. The conference 
begins with a keynote panel on Thursday, April 17, at 6:30 p.m. Panels will be held April 19 and 
20 with themes like "Solidarity with Migrant Labor,” "Resource (Mis)management: Terrains of 
Struggle” and Activist Film-making on a Shoestring. The conference winds up at Cagibi, 5490 
St. Laurent, on April 20 with a dance party. Registration is free. For full details, see gpirgcon- 
cordia.org/studyinaction/ 


Enjoy some of opera’s most talented singers 


bale M-j)} 0) olosa mm @lesuloroycotl-MObarhi-se-3ta'a-Ba-lollligme) as sbi W ata CE-bele! 
the Orchestre Métropolitain du Grand Montréal. 


ew 


RENEE FLEMING 


a ® 


YANNICK DIANA DAMRAU JOYCE DIDONATO 


NEZET-SEGUIN 


MATTHEW 
POLENZANI 


The Orchestre Métropolitain du Grand Montréal in works by: 
Handel, Rossini, Offenbach, Bernstein, Mozart, Delibes and Strauss 


Théatre Maisonneuve Place des Arts 
514 842.2112 1866 842.2112 


www.pda.qe.ca Admission Outlets 514 790.1245 


Purchase your $50 or $75 tickets today. 
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Athletic Awards wind up year 





Director of Recreation and Athletics Katie Sheahan with Male Athlete of 
the Year Damian Buckley, who was described as the heart and soul of the 
Stingers basketball team. Despite missing most of the pre-season with 
a serious knee injury, Buckley performed at an exceptionally high level 
and carried a big extra load because of the injuries suffered by his 
teammates. Damian was the Concordia male athlete of the week seven 
times this year. He was a Quebec conference first team all-star and a 
second team all-Canadian. 


There were tears and cheers at 
the Centre Mont-Royal on April 
5, when the annual awards were 
presented to outstanding stu- 
dent athletes. 

President's Academic Awards 
were presented to Fanny 
Berthiaume, of the women's soc- 


cer team, and Tyler Marghetis, of 


the wrestling team, as student 
athletes who successfully com- 
bined a high GPA and athletic 
achievement. 

The Marvin Cooper Award, 
given for overcoming adversity, 
went to fourth-year linebacker 
Darnell Danglade, who under- 
went extensive surgery and phys- 
iotherapy. 

Jared Book, of The Concordian 
student newspaper and 
Canadian University Press, was 
recognized for his professional- 
ism, objectivity and humour. 

Members of the Spirit Team 
were given a Director's Shield for 
their lively efforts to enhance the 
excitement at Stinger events. 
They provide the in-game enter- 
tainment at all hockey, basketball 
and football games, as well as 
appearing at the Shuffle and 
Raise a Reader. 
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Female Athlete of the Year Sydney Theriault addresses the crowd. She played 
rugby for the Stingers for four years. She reached all-Canadian status in 
2006, and took over as captain of the team. In 2007, her commitment to con- 
ditioning and her vision of the field had her dominating the Quebec confer- 
ence. She missed the last two games of the season because of injuries, but 
returned for the playoffs, and led the Stingers to their first Quebec champi- 
onship in 10 years. Then it was off to the nationals, where Concordia finished 
fifth and Theriault was named to the 2007 all-Canadian team. 


CONCORDIAPIX 
Creation requires concentration 


Well, mostly concentration, like 
that displayed by Sarah in this 
photo. However, the photogra- 
pher Laura D'Alessandro, 
admits that the shot was a 
lucky accident. 

She was snapping film to 
finish a roll in her camera (yes, 
that's right, a roll of film) while 
in Adrian Norvid's Drawing 
class. However, the light was 
right and the image turned out 
great. For more of 
D'Alessandro’s photos and 
thoughts, go to her blog at 
flossyflotsam. livejournal.com 

If, however, you want to 
show off your own 
photographic talents, post your 
shots on our page at 
www. flickr.com/groups/concordiapicks/ 

Get snapping. There are only 
three more issues of the Journal 
before we take our summer 
break. 
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